It is illustrative of the difficulties in the complete understanding of disease that the etiology of an apparently simple affection, such as erythema nodosum, is capable of raising a stormy discussion. This is a problem which the family practitioner has much better chances of solving than the physician or skin specialist. Not only does he see the patient throughout the illness, but he is likely to know the family and past history of the child, and to be able to follow its subsequent health and career.
'According to one view the disease is due to rheumatism; to another, it has nothing to do with the rheumatic poison, and is allied to urticarial affections. 
